SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

Incentives to Sexual Activity

The boy's hatred of his father's penis and the anxiety arising from
the above-mentioned sources incite him to get possession of his
mother in a genital way and so to increase his libidinal desires to
copulate with her.1 Moreover, as he gradually overcomes his sadism
towards her he looks upon his father's penis inside her more and more
not only as a source of danger to his own penis but as a source of
danger to her body as well and feels that he must destroy it inside her
for that reason. Another factor wThich acts as an incentive to having
coitus with her (and which, in the girl, fortifies her homosexual
position) is his desire for knowledge, which has been intensified by
anxiety.2 The desire for knowledge arises simultaneously with the
destructive trends and is very soon pressed into the service of master-
ing anxiety. By means of the penetrating penis which is equated with
an organ of perception., to be more precise, with the eye,3 the ear or a
combination of the two he wants to discover what sort of destruction
has been done inside his mother by his own penis and excrements and
by his father's, and to what kind of perils his penis is exposed there.

Therefore even at a time when the boy is still under the dominance
of his sadism and when the means he employs are wholly of a destruc-
tive nature the drive to master anxiety becomes a stimulus to obtain
genital satisfaction and a factor that promotes development. Fur-
thermore, in this phase already those destructive measures them-
selves become in part pressed into the service of his restitutive
tendencies in so far as his mother is to be rescued from his father's
ebad' penis inside her, although in doing so they still act in a forcible
and injurious way.

' The Woman with a Penis'

The child's belief that its mother's body also contains the penis of
its father leads, as I have tried to show, to the idea of the 'woman
with a penis'. The sexual theory that the mother has a female penis
of her own is, I think, the result of a modification by displacement of
more deeply seated fears of her body as a place which is filled with a
number of dangerous penises and of the two parents engaged in
dangerous copulation. 'The woman with a penis' always means, I
should say, the woman with the father's penis.4

1 If the positive feelings for his mother cannot be sufficiently maintained,
his mother's body, too, remains an object of hatred as the result of his aggres-
sion against his father's penis which he assumes to be inside her; he then turns
away from his mother.

2 Cf. Chapter VIII.

3 Gf. Mary Chadwick, 't)ber die Wurzel der Wissbegierde* (1925).

4 In his 'Homosexualitat und Odipuskomplex' (1927), Felix Boehm has
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